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would be as well if they also practised with hoes, digging-
forks, chisels, awls.
It would be as well here to define the Small Producer.
He is the man who with a certain knowledge of various
crafts can set his hand to most kinds of work that go to
the maintenance of humble existences. He can mend or
make a rough chest of drawers; he will make shift to sole
a shoe or make a passable pair of sandals j he will contrive
or repair hurdles, platters, scythe-handles, styes, shingle
roofs, harrows. But, above all, he can produce and teach
his family to produce good food according to the seasons*
... In sufficiency to keep his household supplied inde-
pendent of the flux of currencies and the tides of world
supplies—and to have a surplus for his neighbours. He is the
insurance premium of his race. In short—a Man.
That ideal is, I am frequently told, disagreeable to the
American mind. I do not know about that, I have lived
too long in America to hazard impressions as to Americans.
Sometimes I think one way, sometimes another. I will put
it this way:
On my terrace over the Mediterranean I sit at the head of
my table and, fixing my napkin under my chin and seizing
my carving-knife, I make with that implement a circular
gesture and, from the pride of my heart, exclaim :
"Everything you see on this table is my own growing . . .
ducks, egg-plants, strawberries, peaches, melons, sweet corn,
wine. . . . Of course the wine is not a great growth. . . .
Grown and cooked by these two hands/*
And the statement is pretty nearly true, though I actually
do not grow or grind the wheat from which my bread is
made*
The amiable Americans who usually attend those Sabbath
feasts then make noises. They are not, of course, always the
same three or four. Those who are frail of figure and lym-
phatic and wear pince-nez produce sounds like the "Oo'er"
of Mr. Kipps ... a sign that my statement causes dismay.
It is the voicing of apprehension by travellers in a strange
land where cellophane is not and everything is touched by the
human hand.

